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raised as a sequel to the verdict of the 24th February, 1933, in the
Sino-Japanese dispute, presented itself again forthwith in another
facet of the ubiquitous and insistent problem of Security and Dis-
armament. Meanwhile, the year 1933 witnessed two other events in
the history of the relations between the League and the two Far
Eastern disputants. One chapter in the story was closed by the
notification of the Japanese Government's intention to withdraw
from the League; a new chapter was opened by the Chinese Govern-
ment's communication regarding technical co-operation between the
League and China.
The Japanese notification, which was made by telegram on the
27th March, 1933, had been a foregone conclusion since the 24th
February; and, in itself, it came as a relief rather than as a blow to
the other States Members. The blow had fallen long before, when
Japan had revealed her determination to repudiate her international
obligations. Thenceforth, the association of Japan with a society
whose rules she had deliberately and flagrantly broken was nothing
but an embarrassment; and the acuteness of this embarrassment was
brought home by the fact that, if the Japanese Government had
refrained from notifying their intention to withdraw until the month
of May, they would automatically have succeeded in that month, on
the established system of rotation in alphabetical order, to the presi-
dency of the League Council! The Japanese Government's action on
the 27th March had at least the merit of saving the League from this
predicament.
The Japanese case, as argued for the last time in the telegram of
the 27th March, 1933, was frankly based on a plea for special treat-
ment on the ground of special circumstances,
It is and has always been the conviction of the Japanese Government
that, in order to render possible the maintenance of peace in various
regions of the World, it is necessary in existing circumstances to allow
the operation of the Covenant of the League to vary in accordance with
the actual conditions prevailing in each of those regions ... and that...
the general principles and usages of international law which govern the
ordinary relations between nations are found to be considerably modified
in their operation so far as CW[na is concerned, resulting in the quite
abnormal and unique international practices which actually prevail in
that country. . . . The report adopted by the Assembly at the special
session of the 24th February last, entirely misapprehending the spirit
of Japan, pervaded as it is by no other desire than the maintenance of
peace in the Orient, contains gross errors both in the ascertainment of
facts and in the conclusions deduced. ...
The conclusion must be that, in seeking a solution of the question, the
majority of the League have attached greater importance to upholding